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Xl Commonwealth Games 


EDMONTON 1978 


Athletics 


The new Commonwealth Stadium with seating 
for 42,400 will bring together the sports represen- 
tatives of 48 Commonwealth Nations for the 
Opening and Closing of the ‘Friendly Games” in 
1978. 


The depressed stadium infield is enclosed by a 
400-metre artificial track and will be the site of the 
38 events of the Athletics program, including the 
start and finish of the 30 kilometre walk and the 
marathon. 


New to the program will be the 3,000-metres 
for women, the first time this event has been con- 
tested in a major international Games. 


The Stadium facilities include a three-storey 
60,000 square foot health, fitness and recreation 
complex designed to serve as an athletes and offi- 
cials control area and news media centre during 
The Games. 


ANA, 


Swimming and Diving 
An Aquatic Centre embracing four pools will 


greet swimmers and divers competing in the 1978 
Commonwealth Games. 


The new complex has a water surface 25 per 
cent larger than the Olympic Pool in Munich. The 
diving tank, the first facility of its kind in Edmon- 
ton, and a 51-metre warm-up pool with a movea- 
ble bulkhead are completely separate from the 
main eight-lane 50-metre competitive pool and 
will provide swimmers with all of the training and 
competitive facilities they require under one roof. 


A small pool with a hydrotherapy capability is 
complemented by a Health and Fitness Complex 
embracing saunas, exercise rooms and handball 
and squash courts. The Aquatic Centre is the latest 
addition to the Kinsmen Sports Centre, one of the 
City's most complete sports and recreational 
facilities. 


Athletes' Village 


The existing Lister Hall Residential complex on 
the University of Alberta campus will be 
transformed into an "instant" Athletes' Village for 
the 1978 Commonwealth Games. 


Together with the nearby huge Physical Educa- 
tion and Recreation Complex and Students' Union 
Building across the street, the facility will become 
a city within a city. 


The Village itself consists of three ten-storey 
bedroom towers all linked by underground 
passageways to a two-storey hall housing food 
and general services. 


No more than two athletes will be accommo- 
dated in any one room, telephones will be available 
in each room, restroom facilities and lounging 
areas on each floor and laundry facilities in each 
tower. 


Each tower consists of three wings and each is 
served by two elevators. The complex embraces 
1,034 rooms. 


By combining the main cafeteria with an adja- 
cent banquet room, up to 1,600 athletes will be 
able to sit down to dinner at any one time. Postal, 
banking and medical services, gift and sports 
shops, a lounge, and additional meeting and recep- 
tion rooms are also available within the complex. 


Badminton 


The University of Alberta Ice Arena, previous 
host of many international events is the venue for 
Badminton. 


The arena accommodates 3,000 spectators on 
three sides, and is part of the huge Physical 
Education and Recreation Complex on the Univer- 
sity Campus. 


For the first time in the Commonwealth Games, 
the program will include a team competition as 
well as awarding individual medals in the tradi- 
tional women's and men's singles, doubles, and 
mixed doubles. 


The Badminton competition will take place over 
seven days of the Games on artificial courts 
installed on top of the building's terrazzo surface. 


Boxing 


The boxing events will be contested in the 
Edmonton Gardens, a building that dates back to 
the Festival of the Empire, the 1911 forerunner of 
what was to become The Commonwealth Games. 


. Major renovations in 1967 costing $760,000 
gave the building an indefinite lease on life. 


The Gardens seats 5,200 in the stands and 
1,200 on the floor for boxing. It was the Boxing 
Committee who requested the arena as its venue 
because much of the sport's history in Edmonton 
was recorded in that very building. 


Wrestling 


The main Gymnasium, centrepiece of the 
University of Alberta's Physical Education and 
Recreational Complex, has been chosen as the 
wrestling venue after much consideration. 


Bleacher seating accommodates 2,800 specta- 
tors. 


The support facilities are excellent, and the 
Gymnasium itself, is only about 400 metres from 
the Lister Hall Complex which will house the 
athletes. 


The three days of free-style competition 
includes medals in 10 weight classes. 


Activities & Locations: 


Gymnastics 


The newest event on the Commonwealth 
Games program, gymnastics, will be staged in 
what is the City’s most modern indoor sports 
facility, the magnificent new Coliseum. Opened in 
1974, it seats 15,326 in upholstered comfort. 


The circular building is so large it can accommo- 
date a 21-story building beneath its ceiling. 


The four-day gymnastics program will differ 
from standard Olympic procedure in that there will 
be no compulsory routines. Participants will have 
the freedom to display their ability in a program of 
their choice. Medals will be awarded in team and 
individual events. 


Lawn Bowling 


The Bowls program will-take place on Corona- 
tion Greens, another new facility built for the 1978 
Commonwealth Games with four greens and an 
attractive clubhouse which provides a second- 
storey balcony view over the playing area. 


The greens, installed in 1975, have been de- 
scribed by authorities as among the most scien- 
tifically constructed bowls surfaces in the world. 
They were grown on a pure sand base which 
covers a network of pipes designed to both irrigate 
and drain the greens. 


Bowlers will compete in singles, pairs.and fours 
on a round-robin tournament basis before capacity 
seating of 1,500. 


Weightlifting 

The Jubilee Auditorium, a gracious concert hall 
next door to the Athletes’ Village, will host the 
sport of weightlifting. Ancilliary rooms behind a 
fan-shaped stage 120 feet wide and 60 feet deep 
and the close proximity of additional working 
areas have prompted authorities to describe the 
venue as one of the best ever offered for an inter- 
national weightlifting competition. 


Competitors will face a capacity house of 2,760 
spectators on three levels, all in soft, theatre-style 
seats. The lower level of the Auditorium, built in 
1956 to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of 
Alberta as a Province, will serve as an administra- 
tion area for the Village. 


Cycling 


A new outdoor track — a 333.3-metre oval with 
a concrete surface — will be the venue for The 
Game's cycling events. 


The City’s first Velodrome has a minimum bank- 
ing of eight degrees to a maximum of 32 degrees, 
ensuring an attractive facility in the post-Games 
period for novice cyclists. 


A 30-foot timing and control tower outside the 
oval guarantees cyclists a completely clear view of 
track activity. Lighting allows for night-time com- 
petition and there is seating for 3,000 spectators. 
Tunnel access to the infield is also featured. 


The Cycle Road Race on the final day of the 
Games will take place on an unusual 7.8-mile rib- 
bon course through the City’s river valley. The race 
will cover 15 laps for a distance of 117 miles. 


Shooting . 


Shotgun, pistol and smallbore rifle marksmen 
will be brought together on a new, all encompass- 
ing range for the 1978 Commonwealth Games. 


Located on the City’s outskirts, the Strathcona 
Range embraces two international trap and skeet 
ranges, a 25-metre pistol range with four sets of 
turning targets, a 50-metre smallbore rifle range 
with 5O targets and a 100-metre range. 


The firing points for the pistol and rifle ranges 
are roofed and baffles are located downrange to 
ensure safety. A modern clubhouse has also been 
provided for the comfort of competitors and there 
is seating for 900 spectators. 


The full-bore rifle "Queen's Prize" will be shot 
on the 1,000-yard Palomino Range at the Cana- 
dian Forces Base in Calgary, 190 miles south of 
Edmonton. 


THE SYMBOL 


This symbol is derived from three elements: 
1. The Canadian Maple Leaf 


2. Arrows converging — depicting movement to 
Edmonton 


Ww 


. A series of V's indicating the many thousands 
of Volunteers who will make the 1978 Com- 
monwealth Games possible. 


